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given by these limitations; and the young child in general, with his
limitation of experiences, has a characteristic framework which is
different from that of an adult. The framework is different in dif-
ferent classes and in different family compositions. An objective
approach to the child is thus offered by investigating the framework
of personality at different age levels,(214) in different environ-
ments/39' 106> 217-270) and by comparing its general characteristics
with those of adulthood.(172) These are the fields of developmental
approaches and comparative approaches. The knowledge of these
general and common factors then allows us to investigate how the
child with his individual pattern adjusts himself to the framework.
The adjustment of one individual can only be understood if we
explore the adjustment of other individuals. The differentiation of
one individual from other individuals under similar conditions is in-
vestigated by a differential approach.(315) However, the causes of an
individual behavior, the forces which establish the unique pattern,
can be explored only by an individual analysis which penetrates to
the depth of the foundation of individual manifestation. It is ulti-
mately the depth approach which leads us to an understanding of
the child as an individual.
All these various approaches must be checked and balanced
against each other, if an objective and at the same time full under-
standing of the child is to be attained. Each approach, isolated,
brought great misconceptions into child psychology. The develop-
mental approach alone led to an abuse of the concept of age stand-
ards. The concepts of mental age, reading age, speech age, etc,,
atomized the total structure of the child, making him a composite of
developmental standards. The problem of the child's personality
was substituted by the problem of a child's achievements measured
by a legion of tests through which the concept of the child's total
personality disappeared/288'552> 602* 619) The comparative approach,
when used exclusively, led to the danger of comparing behavior of
child and adult, and even of child and animal,(324) according to mani-
festations which showed similarities on the surface but which were
structurally utterly different from each other. Similar behavior in
child and adult may express maturity in the child, inadequacy in
the adult, an abnormal response in the child, a neurosis in the adult
The differential approach, when used exclusively, led to a neglect of
developmental factors, and the exclusive depth approach to a use of
uncritical speculation. Hence, a future child psychology should be
based upon converging methods in which the observations and find-*
ings of one approach are validated by another approach.